Potential Essay Topics for Oliver Twist and Once Upon Charles Dickens.
1.)  Oliver Twist is a novel that revolves around thievery. Demonstrate the symbolism of Fagin to the classic themes of fairy tale literature as both a dragon and the leader of the den of thieves.   What does the prevalence of thievery in the novel say about the world that it portrays?
2.)  Explore the consequences of Sikes’s and Fagin’s crimes.  How do the gruesome descriptions of their crimes and deaths show the link to the early fairy tale literature of Perrault, Mme. D’Aulnoy and the Brothers Grimm?  Look to Sikes’s brutal murder of Nancy and the rationale on pg. 20 of Once Upon Charles Dickens for assistance with your analysis.
3.) Consider the female characters of Nancy, Rose Maylie, and Agnes Fleming. How do each of the three women strive to bring forward the classic fairy tale “happy ending?”  Are they successful?  Why or why not?
